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made with Western Powers is a long and interesting one,
and some points in it are not particularly creditable
to the representatives of these Powers.
When it has been written by competent hands,
it will afford a curious commentary on the
Christianity professed by Western nations and practised by
their representatives. I have, in another place,1 given an
outline of the negotiations, and some further details regard-
ing them will be found in a well-arranged British Blue Book
(Correspondence respecting the Revision of Treaty Arrange-
ments between Great Britain and Japan, August 1894), to
which those who wish to study the subject must be referred.
That document, to those who know the events of the
previous twenty years reveals a good deal of condensed history
and also some of the ways of international diplomacy. It
conceals the cynical and sometimes even insolent conduct
of some of the representatives of the Foreign Powers, who
continued to look upon Japan as an interesting country from
some points of view, but who were not inclined to believe
that the Japanese were ever likely to attain a high position
in commerce or industry, or in military and naval power.

A new race of diplomatists, however, was gradually
getting into office in Japan, and the members of it were,
to a large extent, free from the preconceived ideas of their
predecessors, and were able to estimate at their proper value
the great advances made by the Japanese in every depart-
ment of national life, and it is satisfactory to record the fact
that the British representative took the lead in the matter.
In March 1894 the question of the revision of treaties which
had been so long at issue found definite solution in the
negotiations between Lord Kimberley, represented by the
Hon, Francis Bertie, Under-Secretary of State on the one
part, and the Japanese Minister, Viscount Aoki, on the
other. On the i6th July the work was completed by the
signature of a Treaty of Commerce and Navigation between
Great Britain and Japan. Article XVIII of this Treaty
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